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It’s hard to believe over six months has passed since the last update, so my apologies for not being in touch 
sooner.  My only excuse is the arrival of our baby girl Tabitha in Feb this year.  But now to the news you 

really want to hear… 
 

Rhino news….   
Back in August we noticed that Natwange (2003 female) had become very elusive and as she is usually an 
‘easy’ rhino to find we instructed the rhino scouts to continue to search for her until she was found and 
checked for any problems.  For several days they tracked her but found nothing and one day returned with 
the news that Buyantanshi (her male calf born in 2005) had been found on his own.  This was the first lone 
sighting of Buyantanshi in 3 years and gave us an indication that perhaps Natwange had gone to ground to 
give birth to her second Zambian bred calf.  Sure enough 9th Sept the teams returned with confirmation that 
Natwange had a new calf, which was identified as female in November and the photo below was taken from 
the air in March 2009.   
 
Mapalo’s calf first seen in July/August 2008 has also been confirmed as female.  The 2003 females have now 
produced 4 calves between them (1 male: 3 females).   We are yet to welcome any calves from the 2006 
females but Kondobole and Subilo have both been seen (Sept/Oct 2008) with their female companions 
Twikatane and Chilenje in the top sanctuary and Ichuma (2008 male) was seen mounting Twashuka (2006 
female) in Jan 2009. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to Parsons Aviation & Glenton Combes for their assistance with helicopter support in rhino monitoring and law enforcement 
patrol deployment. 

FZS 150th Anniversary Celebration … 
In 2008 Frankfurt Zoological Society celebrated its 150th anniversary.  Several events were held in Germany 
such as lectures, the release of an FSZ stamp, inscription into the “Golden Book” of the City of Frankfurt and 
the launch of a (German) coffee table book called “a place for wild animals”.  FZS HQ even had their street 
address renamed to Bernhard Grzimek Avenue!   
 

Natwange and calf, Jan 2009 
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Another 2006 female, Buntungwa, has been sighted 
recently with a damaged left ear which has subsequently 
shrivelled to a stump.  We are unsure how this happened 
but she looks well enough and identification should 
never be a problem! 
 



In addition, we were invited to Germany for a unique “home-
coming” event for all the FZS staff and partners. To make the 
best of the opportunity, the days were combined to include a 
workshop and evening gala for over 250 guests. The workshop 
represented FZS conservation work from all over the world, 
focussing on the management of protected areas with talks on 
best practice regarding “making parks work”.  Together with 
Hugo v.d. Westhuizen (former NLCP Technical Advisor) and 
Grant Hopcraft (FZS Serengeti GIS) we presented results of 
Hugo’s Master’s thesis detailing the anti-poaching analysis and 
successes of NLNP.  The focus for the Gala involved slide shows 
of five projects from around the world followed by interviews 
with the project leaders and a dinner course related to that 
area/continent.  The slide show displayed the project area, the 
magnificent landscape and its outstanding species.   It was a 
great opportunity to showcase the North Luangwa Black Rhino 
reintroduction programme to the donors and guests attending 
and all the slide shows brought tears to many eyes with the 
realisation that so many species and so much of the world is 
under threat.  

 
It also provided a wonderful chance to meet other project leaders and share experiences and ideas.  It has 
certainly brought us all closer together as an organisation.   
 
[The sharp eyed among you will note that North Luangwa does not list giraffe on its species list so although a 
great backdrop for the interview, it is not a NLNP rhino!] 

 

Dry Season Monitoring… 
Questions with regard to adaptation to North Luangwa vegetation have always been cause for discussion 
and regular monitoring of the newly translocated animals becomes intensely focused towards the end of the 
dry season when the habitat is bare and arid.   
 
The rhino monitoring teams daily track their target animals and each individual is seen and photographed on 
average twice per month.   Over the years this has given us a good record of changes in condition 
throughout the year as well as over longer periods of time, also changes in horn profile, signs of illness/injury 
(thereby keeping an eye on the likely combatants), and an all-round record of how the NLNP rhinos are 
fairing.    
 
Throughout the end of the dry season and well into the rains, the new animals, in particular, were closely 
monitored for dips in condition.  To mitigate any big changes we set up 9 supplementary feeding sites.  
These varied in what they offered from sausage fruits, Euphorbia stems, horse pellets, salt, bone meal, trace 
elements and vitamins.  Not all sites were successful in attracting either the target individual or even the 
right species – hyena particularly favoured the bone meal sites.  But eventually, after much effort, we 
narrowed down the sites to one for Mwine Mpanga (the 2008 Marakele pregnant (?) female), a site 
infrequently visited by Nalubuka (2008 female) and two sites in the old sanctuary aimed at Kanabesa (2003 
male). 
 
Nalubuka, after release, had chosen an area to the east of the Lubonga River and initially moved over quite a 
large area.  Throughout December to early January, this area had diminished to a very small patch close to 
one of the rhino fence maintenance pickets with reports coming in that she was spending some time 
sleeping under the solar panels.  Several visits to see and photograph her condition showed she had dropped 

Claire on stage at the Gala evening 
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a lot of weight and behaviourally just didn’t seem right.  Emails flew across the world in discussion over her 
health and although the pictures didn’t show an animal in dreadful condition, alarm bells over her behaviour 
and a gut feel about her demeanour made the decision for us.  We believe she had trypanosomiasis but 
rather than wait for any clinical signs we felt it best to treat her before the disease got on top of her.  We 
treated her with a dart of Berenil.   At the very least it made her move away from the picket and over the 
next few days she was seen several more times.  The dart dropped out and didn’t produce any abcessing and 
with a new (more successful) trough site she began feeding almost daily on lucerne, sugar cane and sweet 
potatoes.  She has picked up a lot more condition and seems to have recovered her usually grumpy 
character!  The browse is now the best it will be all year and we will continue to monitor her feeding, 
behaviour and movements. 
 
Over the years Kanabesa’s condition has taken rather larger dips than most at the end of the dry season.  He 
was a prime dominant bull when he arrived in Zambia but sometime, probably in 2006-7, his position in the 
hierarchy was taken over by Londokeni.  Subsequent dry seasons and monitoring of his movements showed 
he spent less and less time in ‘good habitat’ areas and seemed to be increasingly marginalised.   In the latter 
quarter of 2008, attempts were made to entice him to supplementary feed sites which he started visiting 
almost every other day and on one occasion we laced some Euphorbia stems with de-wormer, which he did 
eat.  Ongoing monitoring however showed him getting increasingly thinner. 
 
One morning the fence maintenance staff and scout heard a commotion and went to check.  A radio call told 
us two rhinos had been fighting and one was still in the mud.  With the rivers rising, following heavy rain, a 
crew went in to check and found Kanabesa stuck in a mudhole.  His condition was very poor and the exertion 
of the fight had left him powerless to get out of the mud.  The team with him tried by all means possible to 
get him out but in the end he was immobilised and dragged out with ropes.  He was treated with antibiotics 
and a large dose of glucose.  He recovered from the darting but by the next morning had gone back into the 
mud.  The crew returned and made the decision to immobilise him again and move him to beyond the 
sanctuary fences to give him every chance to recover away from bumping into Londokeni again.  The team 
moved him out of the sanctuary with a tractor and sledge and woke him up with the antidote.  However, he 
never stood again and very sadly, two hours later, he died.   

 
A post mortem revealed his gut was 
virtually empty so he had not eaten 
for several days.  Bot fly larvae were 
found in his gut in average numbers 
and all other organs were all 
normal.  Although he had incurred 
injuries fighting with Londokeni, 
none of them were deemed life 
threatening.    His skull and 
dentition revealed an old animal 
(+/- 35 yrs) with a heavily fused 
skull and worn teeth.  Although he 
died of sheer exhaustion on the 
day, his drop in condition 
exacerbated his demise.   
 
More positively, Kanabesa did 
exactly what he came to Zambia 

for… he adapted to the environment, he sired at least 2 (possibly up to 4) calves and died of old age and 
natural causes in the wild.  He left his legacy and his genes in Zambia and stands as a testimony to the 
protection afforded by the NLNP ZAWA scouts that he died not at the hands of poachers. 



The road and cleared bush still presents a visual and 

psychological barrier for the rhino even without a fence  

Rhino sanctuary fences… 
In April 2008, a browse assessment survey was carried out to determine a new sanctuary site for the rhino 
translocation planned for 2009.  Jo Shaw visited us in NLNP and we sampled over 150 sites.  The results of 
Jo’s report set a new sanctuary to the east of the current set-up and to enclose sufficient vegetation/habitat 
a new 35km perimeter fence would need to be erected.  Work began in September 2008 clearing the bush 
and the team completed the whole line in 5 weeks.   The fence will be completed in 2009 with funds from 
USFWS and Save the Rhino UK. 
 
A few days before Christmas 2008 we received news that rhino spoor along the dividing fence between the 
old and middle sanctuaries showed some sort of kerfuffle between two animals, one of which had broken 
through to the old sanctuary.  Further investigation told us it was Intanda (2008 young female) and she had 
penetrated right into the heart of Londokeni’s area.  We hoped her sex and age would act in her favour if she 
came across any of the 2003 rhino.  But with high rivers and reduced capacity we could not entertain 
immobilising and moving her back ‘home’.  Instead we turned off the section of the fence best known to 
Intanda thinking she might return to familiar territory.  One night she even slept up against the posts but 
refused to cross the line and stayed on the wrong side.  However, a few nights later and with sections of the 
fence now completely removed, she did come back.  The fence was re-erected but… 

 
In March 2009, we removed it completely!  Why did we 
re-erect it only to take it down a few months later?  Well, 
to give all the animals a bit of extra time to adapt, pick up 
condition and for the browse to get to its best so as to 
discourage wanderings of rhino searching for better 
browse.  14kms of dividing fence has been removed 
thereby joining the old and middle sanctuaries into one 
large area.  This will hopefully allow elephant and buffalo 
to disperse and we have already found spoor of these 
species moving.  Three camera traps have been set up to 
catch the action.  So far, no rhino have crossed the divide, 
although Intanda could well be our first explorer! 

 

 
Rhino move 2009… 
As the year drew to a close it became very apparent that the funding for airlifting the rhino from South 
Africa to Zambia was not forthcoming.  Decisions needed to be made and quickly to avoid disrupting 
operations of the agencies involved throughout southern Africa.  After long discussions with ZAWA we 
agreed to postpone the rhino move to 2010.  The decision was not taken lightly and having secured the 
funding for many other aspects of the operation, the economic downturn has forced donors to pull back.  
We will continue to use the funds raised so far to complete the infrastructure necessary for the new 
sanctuary and bomas, new scout and in-service scout training and all other aspects of preparation for the 
postponed date to 2010. The South African agencies (SANParks, Eastern Cape Parks Board and Ezemvelo 
KwaZulu-Natal Wildlife) have all been very encouraging and understanding of the situation and we would 
like to thank them here for their commitment to the Zambia Black Rhino programme.  Without all these 
conservation bodies working in partnership it would be a far harder task ahead of us and the support from 
everyone has been amazing.  In the meantime though we won’t be putting our feet up – with the current 
upsurge of poaching region-wide it is our priority to continue to ensure the security of the current NLNP 
population.   
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Farewell …  
to Andrew Chomba who has left ZAWA to join the new 
African Parks Bangweulu Community Partnership Park.  
Andrew was appointed to the newly created post of Rhino 
Ranger in 2003 and took over in 2007 as Senior Ranger for 
North Luangwa National Park.  He completed his BTech 
research project on “Home range and habitat use of black 
rhino in the North Luangwa National Park, Zambia” and 
knew all the NL rhinos very well.  His experience and 
knowledge will be sorely missed and we wish him well 
with his new endeavours.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sanctuary Year of 
reintroduction 

Rhinos Total 

Bottom 2003 2 males:3 females with 3 female calves 8 

Middle 2006/2008 3 males: 5 females 8 

Top  2006 2 males:2 females 4 

Outside  2006 1 female with 1 female calf 2 

Total 22 

 

Old name Year of reintroduction Sex New name meaning 

 2003 M Kanabesa (d. Jan 2009) “chief” 

 2003 M Londokeni “we are back” 

 2003 F Twatemwa “happy” 

Calf born to Twatemwa Early 2006 F Twatasha “thank you” 

 2003 F Natwange “let’s celebrate” 

Calf born to Natwange Early 2005 M Buyuntanshi “progress” 

Calf born to Natwange Mid 2008 F   

 2003 F Mapalo “blessing” 

Calf born to Mapalo Mid 2008 F   

Scarface 2006 M Subilo “hope” 

Tshenolo 2006 M Kondobole  

Bonani 2006 M Kango  

Chivwimbo 2006 F Lina (d. July 2006)  

Sukani  2006 F Chikuse (d. March 2007)  

Dubula 2006 F Twashuka “we are lucky” 

Kate 2006 F Buntungwa “freedom” 

Nature 2006 F Chilenje  

Baba 2006 F Twikatane “let’s be united” 

Big Mama 2006 F Julila  

Calf born to Julila Aug 2006 F Twibukishe “we remember” 

Male #5 2008 M Bwacha “let there be light” 

Male #1 2008 M Ichuma “wealth” 

Female #2 2008 F Nalubuka “I am free” 

Female #4 (Marakele) 2008 F Mwine Mpanga “owner of the land” 

Female #6 2008 F Intanda “star” 
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Thanks to everyone who has supported the North Luangwa Rhino 
Reintroduction Programme.  If you would like to know more about 

NLCP and the Black Rhinos of North Luangwa, please contact: 
Claire Lewis clairelewis@fzs.org or Ed Sayer edsayer@fzs.org 
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